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WHY A NAVY 


——--p——- 

Our state and navy departments are following 
apparently conflicting programs. The word “appar- 
ently” is used advisedly for though their programs 
appear to conflict they really do no such thing. Sec- 
retary of State Kellogg promotes a treaty formally de- 
nouncing all war “as an instrument of national policy” 
but-neiher He aot anybody elsc that had anything 
to do with it thinks for one moment that it really 
abolishes war. So Secretary of the Navy Wilbur 
proceeds, as he should, to bolster our warning 
power. 

The public, however, is quite naturally puzzled. 
If war has been outlawed, it asks, ‘why spend any 
more money on warships? 

The uncomfortable truth, of course is that war 
outlawry does not abolish wars any more than crime 
outlawry abolishes crime. 

We properly abhor war bubjas a pe ople we must 
protect ourselves against ‘such outlaw nations as might} 
attack us. Our chicf protection Is Our Navy. To sup- 
port a navy too weak to protect us against the biggest 
and strongest enemy that might attack us is worse than 
none at all. Our navy*shsould be the equal of any) 
or we should scrap it altogether. | 

Our policy should be to extend a standing imvi- 
tation to the rest of the world to join us in armament 
reduction and limitation but it would be shcer folly 
for us to disarm and then ivite the others to do like- | 
Wise. 


e 
up 


sei 


Our overseas intcrcsts—our foreign possessions, 
investments, shipping, trade and: what not— are 
worth approximately $50,000,000,000. Creating this 
gives our workers a standard of living such as no 
other people in all the world ever enjoyed. Main- 
taining it and increasing it further will lift these 
standards to a still higher level, providing that we can 
continue to live on in peace. War would menace this 
whole structure upon which our prosperity is built. It 
is the navy’s business to make us secure in our jobs. 

If we are wise we will leave no stone unturned 
to advance the cause of peace. But we will not for- 
get that the world is what it 1s, not what we would 


have it. —Pittsburgh Press. 
| 


se) ea Ee Se eee ae 


Oo lel Peete Prien oe 
MR. HOOVER: IN EUROPE’S EYES 

Americans may be pardoned a smile at some of 
the comments in the European press about Mr.| 
Hoover. He is regarded as a benefactor and a men- 
ace, an idealist and a materialist, a sentimentalist 
and scientist—as anything, in short, which happens | 
to fit in with the temper af the writer. 

From France in particular, come strains of uncast- 
ness lest Mr. Hoover prove a “nationalist.” “The pre- 
sumption is that his critics there fear that he will fight 
vigorously, for America’s intcrest over against Europe. 
Just why they should expect him to do anything else | 
is not clear. Cae they do not condemn M. 
Poincare if he upholds France's interests, or, Herr 
Stresemann when he defends Germany. | 

It is only fair to point out that some of the French 
never liked Mr. Hoover. They disapproved of his 
methods while he was food dictator. “They distrust - 
ed his directness in dealing with the lesser states of 
Europe regardless of political interests. They resent- 
ed his attriude on the war debts. It is not surprising 
therefore that they do not vicw his election with any 
particular elation. But if to be an American nation- 
alist is to be somcthing dangerous, Mr. Hoover will 


have to plead guilty to the charge. | 
Rev. Dr. Malcolm James Macleod criticizes | 


Mr. Hoover for making his trip on a warship and says 
that a Quaker on a dreadnaught is very much like a 
cannon im a parlor. Wonder if the good Doctor ever 
heard of that peaceful Quaker Mad Anthony Wayne 
pe EE OMT BEY cee soe ee 

tudents at Cambridge university in England de- 
cided by a vote of 217 io 84 that the United States 
is not a menace to the best interests of the world. 
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